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Pioneer batch of NUS-FinTechSG Programme students graduate

(Top row, from left) Graduates Na Yi Rong, Madeline Lee and Charles Goh at the NUS-FinTechSG Programme’s
e-graduation ceremony on 10 September. Looking on (bottom row, from left) are Professor Mohan
Kankanhalli, Dean of the NUS School of Computing and Chairman of the FinTech Lab Advisory Board;
Professor Alex Siow, Director of STMI; and Associate Professor (Practice) Keith B. Carter, Director of the NUS
FinTech Lab.

Just two months ago, Mr Na Yi Rong had little to no knowledge of Financial Technology (FinTech). The
Engineering Science graduate from the National University of Singapore (NUS) is now working full time as a
product management lead at a local FinTech start-up, after receiving the job offer when he was
participating in the NUS-FinTechSG Programme.

Jointly developed by the NUS FinTech Lab and Strategic Technology Management Institute (STMI), the
programme was launched on 6 July 2020 to nurture Singapore's next generation of FinTech talents and full
stack developers. The pioneer batch of 25 students graduated on 10 September in a virtual ceremony after
undergoing a structured two-month intensive full-time course on the fundamentals of financial services
technology and business.

Students enrolled in the programme may choose to join full-time positions, internships, or access
employment opportunities with partner enterprises, through an optional trainee stipend co-funding scheme
supported under the SGUnited Traineeship Programme that was earlier introduced by the Ministry of
Manpower and Workforce Singapore. All of the Singaporean students in the pioneer batch - including Mr
Na - received either full time positions or traineeships with partnering companies such as DBS and UBS.

“I have learnt a lot about FinTech through this programme during the past two months, and | am excited to
integrate my newfound FinTech knowledge with my existing background in engineering science to produce
work with impact,” said Mr Na.

The skills acquired by the students, in areas such as front and back-end development, cloud computing,
software development and IT operations, as well as database and security, give them an advantage in the
job market.

Professor Mohan Kankanhalli, Dean of the NUS School of Computing and Chairman of the FinTech Lab
Advisory Board, said, “We are happy to see our first batch of FinTech graduates find good positions at
leading financial institutions and multinational corporations. In light of the global pandemic, more
businesses are expected to adopt FinTech products or services to improve operational efficiency and
enhance customer experience. Technology will be at the forefront of our ‘new normal’, and we look forward
to seeing our graduates seize the many opportunities ahead of them.”

For Mr Charles Goh and Ms Madeline Lee, who enrolled in the programme after graduating from the NUS
School of Computing and the NUS Business School respectively, the new skills will come in useful in their
upcoming full-time jobs at a multinational payments technology company.

“In the technology sector, FinTech is definitely in an exciting growth stage now. The programme has
empowered me with the latest tools and development practices such as React, DevOps and MongoDB. With
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